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Alternative Energy Consortium (AEC) runs a photovoltaic test facility in collaboration with the University of Oregon Solar Radiation Monitoring Laboratory in an effort to gain practical experience with a variety of solar electric equipment. AEC hopes to apply lessons learned at the test facility when installing solar electric systems and to promote quality installation of PV systems on public buildings financed by pass through tax credits.  The Consortium will design, finance and monitor photovoltaic systems and provide a vehicle for organizations that have no tax liability to take advantage of the energy tax incentives afforded to businesses.

Tax credits in the State of Oregon for 2006 available to participants in the cooperative include the following:

· 30% Federal tax credit 

· 35% Oregon State Business Energy tax credit

· Depreciation.   In most cases this results in a tax savings of between 24% and 40% depending upon individual income.   

· $1 / watt rebate for installations in areas served by utilities that are associated with the Energy Trust of Oregon.

With the current level of incentives being offered, an individual with taxable income can donate a photovoltaic system to the nonprofit organization of his choice with minimal cash outlay.  

