Where do we go? Policy and challenges of biofuel production in Hungary
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The aim of the EU, considering the increase of the share of renewables within its energy sector, is justified for both environmental reasons and the growing energy needs of the society that cannot be fulfilled solely by conventional resources. Therefore, Hungary, a new member state has to face a triple challenge; comply with the EU norms, decrease its dependence of energy import and to catch up with its own backwardness. Considering the share of biofuels within the energy content of total energy consumption the EU’s objective is 5,75%, while Hungary, presently at 0,3%, aims at attaining 2,5%. Biofuel production in Hungary dates back to the 1930s and the geographical characteristics of the country are rather favourable for the production of energy crops. Nevertheless, changes occurring in the socio-economic environment and foreign trade relations since 1991 necessitate careful consideration before deciding about the energy crops to be cultivated. Understanding the complexity of the interrelationship between policy, economic and environmental objectives are a good example of the challenge that new member states have to face in the 21st century. 







