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To build contemporary architecture in Rome means to understand and interpret the identity of a town that, for characters and architectures, identifies itselsf with History. It is particularly complex to intervene on the roman historical heritage in order to pursue the environmental sustainability. It is necessary to combine the terms of conservation and restoration with technological innovation and new materials. At the same time, referring to the environmental indicators, it is essential to analyse the site conditions of the building which are obliged restraints, not selected as it is in a  new building.

The design of the “Alternative Economy City” - as a space for fair trade, biological, eco-friendly activities - experiments the extreme limit of the modification of the existent building using all the possible innovation allowed by the law. Accordig to the principles of ecological design, the strategies of the design are based on a method that relates environmental data and specific design solutions. The control of the indoor climatic conditions depends upon a large use of passive strategies that cut down the need of active plants, containing emissions. The building adopts the criteria of the sustainability making use of ecological materials and technological innovation for energy saving.

