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Independence Station is a multiuse facility being constructed in Independence, Oregon.  The project developer has incorporated many sustainable design features and is pursuing LEED Platinum rating for the building.  The most notable sustainable design element is a generator plant which will provide 100% of the building power needs during peak utility demand periods using recycled vegetable oil as a fuel source.
The Independence Station project is an example of how private industry, government, academic researchers, local farm interests and public utilities can work together to meet the energy challenges we are facing.  Oregon State University will be occupying a portion of the building and will conduct a variety of research projects that support ongoing research efforts in biofuels. The City of Independence has agreed to work with the project developer, sponsoring grant applications and assisting in economic development efforts to support the project. Through ongoing research at the facility it is the goal of Oregon State University and the project developer to demonstrate there is a market for recycled vegetable oil and agricultural crops that produce biofuels.  The generation facility is also intended to demonstrate the viability of distributed generation as a strategy for utilities to meet future demand requirements.  

