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Originally biogas systems were introduced around 1960’s in Sri Lanka but without much success.  The Colombo Declaration in 1974 following the first oil crisis, started the major expansion of biogas in Sri Lanka with a scheme that powered 200 houses with electricity generated from cowdung via the biomethanation route.  At the time this was a pioneering installation demonstrating the biogas system viability in the region.  The momentum died and the second phase of biogas development started around 1995 with ITDG systematically studying and addressing issues raised after the national survey.  To gauge the national potential a study was carried out and potential pathways were identified.  Today the biogas system installations have taken a more professional approach and standardization is currently being carried out to give the user an even more guarantee of success.  The interest too had shifted from domestic systems to institutional decentralized energy systems a major development in itself. In addition biogas systems have been included into the GHG mitigation strategy and these developments are shifting small scale domestic units to systems that could be managed better and serve in an economical manner.

The paper outlines the history and development biogas system development in Sri Lanka with lessons to be learnt when implementing a renewable energy system under varying economic conditions.

