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The issue of architectural intervention in an ecologically sensitive environment requires awareness to the fundamental aspect of the community in order to be able to provide architectural solution that is appropriate and sustainable to that culture. The architecture school of the University of Malaya subscribes to the above idea, illustrated by a design project done by W.H.Ang from graduating cohort of 2004. Ang used an unconventional approach of designing the preschool building for the children of the indigenous people of Malaysia by adopting the traditional materials and techniques that were familiar to the community rather than importing the conventional modern building system. 

The building encompasses the beauty from traditional ethnic elements of the community, combining with appropriate technology that minimize energy consumption and disruption to the environment through three design strategies; 1) The used of a modern lightweight structural system with consideration of the life span, site and logistics issues, 2) The skin or envelope utilized the indigenous materials that insulate against tropical heat, 3) Assembly of the structure and the skin by utilizing indigenous craft of knot and tying methods. The proposed building was analyzed by using computer software “Ecotect” in order to demonstrate the effectiveness of the building as a low-energy architecture.

