Co-combustion of WASTE in a Romanian fluidised bed combustion facility
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The EU's own energy production covers barely half of its needs. If nothing is done, by 2030 the share of fossil fuels is going to increase making the energy imports much higher, amounting to 70% of total needs.  

The promotion of renewable energy has an important part to play in redefining the European strategy in the energy sector. Since 1997, the EU has been working towards the ambitious target of a 12% share of renewable energy in gross inland consumption by 2010. In 1997 the share of renewable energy was 5.4% and by 2001 it had reached 6% . Bio-energy already provides 64% of all renewable energy sources (RES) of the European Union, thus leading the way to a sustainable pattern of energy generation. In spite of the advance already gained in the bio-energy sector, the overall development lags far behind the goals fixed in the White Paper of the European Commission. According to this document the contribution of bio-energy should increase, due to the scarce national waste resources existing in all countries. Today, the inclusion of ten new members gives the opportunity for reaching the European goals, since the New Member States bring to the EU a significant bio-energy potential. Between these, Romania that possesses a large potential of low calorific waste, is expected to make considerable efforts to make benefit of the European know-how and dissemination of recent technologies. The research presented in the paper is part of an European research consortium NETBIOCOF.

