Forest policy and its implication for biomass energy production and usage in Eastern Africa
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	Biomass provides 80% of household energy in Eastern Africa and 5 million jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities to the rural poor Biomass energy is characterized by low production and use efficiencies, is obtained from unsustainable sources, and contributes to degradation and clearing of 20,000 ha of forests and woodlands. Here, we examine the impact of forest policies on biomass production and use in Eastern Africa. While important, the sector suffers from policy and legislative neglect. It is hardly recognized in Forest policies of the three countries. This neglect has led to poor production and use practices, low recoveries, vegetation degradation, and deforestation.  It also leads to revenue loss to the state from absence of licensing. All the three states are reviewing their forest policies in which biomass fuels will receive overdue recognition. Policies are required to foster biomass production from sustainable sources, greater investment in technology development and transfer, and in land use policies to encourage short rotation forestry for bioenergy, and tax incentives to promote use efficiencies. The governments should also commit funding to biomass energy as it has lower environmental and social risks associated compared to fossil fuels.


