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The Gambia is a western African country with a population of around 1,4 Mio. One of the major problems is – not unlike to other countries – the electrification of rural regions as well as reliable and sustainable energy supply in the urban areas. Due to the high costs, the main energy source in rural regions of The Gambia is fuel wood. However, the government strictly tries limit the use of fuel wood as it is linked to the causes of deforestation. Electricity costs in urban areas range between 19 USct/kWh (Worldbank Study in 1998) and nowadays 15 USct/kWh (NAWEC). These high cost for conventional generated electricity allow renewable energy sources to be competitive and provide sustainable power today.

Under funding of Africa Development Bank, Lahmeyer International has been contracted by the Government of The Gambia, Office of the President, Energy Division to provide consulting services for preparing a Renewable Energy Master Plan for The Gambia. The main purpose of this exercise at the sector level is to develop and promote renewable sources of energy as an alternative to conventional forms of energy especially in the rural areas of the country.

This presentation summarizes main findings and conclusions of the prepared Master Plan.







