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For the promotion of woody biomass correct information is highly important, otherwise crucial decisions could be based on unclear and unprofessional facts. Slovenia is one of the most forested countries in Europe as highly productive forests cover almost 60 % of its area. They also represent a very rich potential of renewable energy, interesting for many stakeholders from different sectors, who generally don’t take forestry as a profession, which is still the most competent regarding forests. 

Recently, forestry has been acting more or less on the edge of the processes dealing with efficient use of wood for energy, sometimes also by its own fault. A turn was made with the implementation of FAO project “Supply and Utilisation of Bioenergy to Promote Sustainable Forest Management” (TCP/SVN/2901), which was performed in Slovenia between 2003 and 2005. Besides later listed results, its importance was in the fact that forestry as a profession and especially Slovenia Forest Service (SFS) to which the project was designated, would become recognised among stakeholders who act in the sector of energy.

The project was requested by Slovenian Government to FAO, which funded the project in order to assist SFS in increasing its capacity to formulate adequate wood energy policies and plans compatible with the sustainable management of forests. It has three main outputs: 

a) An improved Slovenian Wood Energy Information System (SWEIS) and the preparation of Slovenia Wood Energy Maps (SWEM);

b) Analysis of institutional, legal, economic, market, and social aspects regarding wood fuels in Slovenia;

c) Capacity building in SFS for extension in the field of production and utilisation of wood fuels.

In brief, the project has successfully enhanced the SFS’s capability to develop wood energy policies, plans and projects compatible with the sustainable management of forests, which conclude with the formulation of Wood energy development strategy for SFS as the final result of the project. In short, definitely the most important result of the project was the creation of information system, which allows generation and dissemination of correct information regarding wood biomass potentials on local, regional and national levels. 

