Natural Ventilation Evaluation in houses modified by inhabitants. 
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The effect over the natural ventilation produced by modifications in housing units by their inhabitants is discussed. Four social developing housing units were taken. One of these remains as original, but the other three houses present changes introduced by inhabitants. In the first house a patio was disappeared to generate place to a new bedroom. In the second house happened the same, and the garage (usually at open air) was covered too. In the third house a whole floor was constructed. All these transformations originated changes in the ventilation patterns, which were registered through measuring the natural ventilation efficiency in the same windows and doors of each house. The findings show that the natural ventilation efficiency decreases while the envelope-surface relation of houses increases. However, the air volume in flow increases while the windows surface augments. Consequently, although the natural ventilation efficiency in terms of air velocity was reduced by the changes in the buildings, also is true that with the modifications the flow of air volume was improved.







