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According to the Cameroonian ministry of energy, 95 % of the population in rural areas (where 80 % of the total population live) lack access to electricity. More than 10,000 villages are not connected to electricity. They use kerosene for lighting and they process their food with diesel powered mill or they have to travel long distance by foot to the nearest electric mill. Because of lack of job opportunity in the area, the youth prefer to migrate to the urban centres where they hope to secure a job. Over 90 % of the electricity produced in Cameroon comes from big centralised hydropower plants. These plants built respectively in the sixties and seventies are no longer capable to coop with the increase demand of power, resulting in frequent power rationing. Their tariffs are prohibitive to rural farmers. 
Cameroon is endowed with vast quantities of renewable energy resources. It enjoys constant sunshine, dominant winds during dry seasons, abundant water power
 in mountains regions, biomass and biogas potential, abundant animal power etc. These potentials remained untapped, and yet 40 % of the population live in absolute poverty.
Despite its energy potential, over 70 % of rural Cameroonians live in abject poverty. Very few people in Cameroon knows what are RETs, some have heard about, but have never seen the technology at work apart from TV, films or documentaries. In order to address the above challenges, ACREST (African Centre for Renewable Energy and Sustainable Technology)
 has embarked on a pilot micro hydropower project aiming at using locally available resources to promote the local development. A small generator producing 6 Kw of energy is now operational and a second turbine with a capacity of 40 kw is under construction. This clean energy supply affordable electricity to several households, making life less easier.
This paper intends to present how ACREST is promoting RE (small wind generator, solar energy etc.) to improve the living condition of people in the rural areas, through practical examples and capacity building of local artisans to manufacture the technology.













