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A number of companies are designing and producing new and innovative concepts for the remote area tourism accommodation market. One company is currently building an environmentally sustainable display centre called the Ecovillage in Broome. This one hectare development will be used to display, showcase and test cutting edge products and ideas (such as the Ecotent and Ecocabin) that are specifically suited for the remote area accommodation industry. 

Research and development lead to the refinement of two similar concepts called the Ecotent and Ecocabin. These products will be marketed as semi permanent structures for use in remote areas and are simple in design (metal frame with timber flooring and canvas walls and roofing) and can be assembled in approximately four hours by unskilled labour. The Ecotent floor is designed to double as the container in which it is transported, the design allows for easing stacking and due to its relatively light weight can be transported by a single vehicle.

The main aim of this project was to research and test the thermal performance of approximately six new and innovative building products. These products have the potential to be used as one of the final products when the Ecotents and Ecocabins are mass produced. Many of the building products selected for use in this project  have high thermal resistance values when compared to building products currently used in the remote area housing industry. Such characteristics make these materials a favourable choice when trying to design a structure with minimal energy requirements. The results of the testing done on these products will contribute to improving the overall design of the Ecotent and Cabin structures and help to achieve a cost effective and sustainable remote area housing concept. 

