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In the current situation of looming climate change and depletion of oil resources, rural bioenergy production offers interesting prospects in many countries. In Finland wood energy has traditionally been an important form of energy production in rural areas, but other bioenergy forms, like biogas and biodiesel, have remained marginal. The aim of this paper is to find out reasons for this marginalisation using data collected from a Finnish newspaper, called Rural futures (Maaseudun tulevaisuus). It is the third most popular newspaper in Finland, ordered especially in the rural areas. The data consisted of 115 opinion articles, including editorials and columns, between years 1980 and 2005. The data was analysed using contextual analysis. The analysis showed that the writing on rural non-wood bioenergy production has been similar during the last 25 years. The hot topics varied, but overall non-wood bioenergy production was regarded as a sustainable solution to various problems in the rural areas. The analysis suggests that the benefits of rural renewable energy production are generally acknowledged, but the issue seems too grand for local actors and too minor and politically difficult to national actors to really find efficient ways to get the production started. 







