Fast barriers – their use in civil defence and energy conservation
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Strip curtains and air curtains are used as energy saving measures in the food industry and elsewhere. They permit people and machinery to enter the workspace, whilst retaining heat. We argue that with increased terrorist threat these devices should be adapted as deployable barriers in buildings – the “fast barrier” concept - hindering the passage of toxic materials but allowing the exit/entry of people. We identify the types of devices that could be installed, and how they would work, and review existing materials technologies such as strip curtains and strand curtains. We then discuss the additional heat conservation benefits of “fast barriers”, which act as an additional motivation for their installation. 

