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Current and future energy and electricity consumptions, prospects of renewable resources as clean and secure source of energy and the national energy policy in Jordan are presented in this paper. The potential role of renewable energy sources and related environmental impacts are discussed from the sustainable development point of view. Due to prevailed high levels of crude oil prices during the last two years and increasing dependence on combustion of imported fossil fuel to meet growing national energy demand, especially electricity generation, air pollution is becoming an important issue in urban areas. Profound cuts in current emission rates, including carbon dioxide, are possible at a bearable cost, and that the government must now invest in low carbon options, such as energy conservation and new and renewable energy schemes because of the long lead in time of some technologies. To achieve this, all obstacles including institutional and financial barriers to investment in renewable technologies should be addressed and removed urgently. Thus, the government is highly encouraged to create a Sustainable Energy Unit, which will coordinate government cross-departmental thinking and benefit from available international funds for advocating sustainable development as well as provide adequate information to the public and private-investors.

