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Renewable energy sources could provide a promising alternative to conventional power generation provided that some economic, institutional, social and technological barriers could be overcome and the appropriate planning instruments for their deployment are developed. This paper describes a regulatory decision-making framework for renewable energy planning at the local level. It is suggested that Multi-Criteria Decision Aid (MCDA) methodologies offer a reliable structure for integrated renewable energy assessment. The paper is organised along the following lines: Initially we analyse the need for a normative regulatory approach for local renewable energy planning. Then we argue that MCDA methodologies could provide a consistent framework for improving the process of local decision-making and enhance the quality of the decisions taken. Further, we briefly outline the main structural characteristics of the framework and the separate steps that should be pursued.  Finally, we end up with a discussion and conclusions. 

