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In rural areas of South Africa, there is the lack of adequate energy supply for domestic and extra-domestic household uses. Lack of accessibility to on-grid electricity is inadequate in most remote areas. The problems have impacted negatively on households food security because crops like tomatoes, apples, carrots etc can not be stored for a long time without refrigeration. It is pertinent in Limpopo province of South Africa, particularly in Mutale municipal area.

In a bid to solve the problem of energy needs, the government in partnership with the Bavarian government supplied 585 households in Folovhodwe in Mutale municipal area with photovoltaic energy gadgets. It was the only solution for providing off-grid electricity to many households in a non-compact settlement like Mutale municipal area. On the other hand, the cost of providing such environmental friendly sources of energy in rural areas is high. What the government did not realize is that the type of energy needed by a household varies with level of education and income. Therefore, the answer may be is to provide several integrated energy sources.  They must be affordable, accessible and more culturally acceptable. This means the integration of solar, on-grid, gas and wind energy wherever suitable. This will reduce reliance on fuelwood which is environmentally not un-sustainable. The paper suggests integrated energy supplies that rely mostly on renewable energy sources like wind, solar and biomass. 
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