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Energy from the oceans has the potential to make major contributions towards renewable energy targets being adopted by European Governments over the next 10 – 15 years. To transform this from a possibility into a reality numerous support frameworks need to be implemented to assist research and demonstration programmes and stimulate the sharing of knowledge and resource information between all relevant parties. In order to support the evolution of ocean energy systems towards commercial acceptance, a need exists for greater sharing of knowledge/ information between academia, industry aswell as  wider dissemination to potential developers. As an initial approach to achieving this, the European Commission is supporting a Framework Programme VI Co-ordinated Action on Ocean Energy (CA-OE). 


The CA-OE commenced in October 2004 and will run for three years with the primary purpose of enabling co-operation between interested European parties in all sectors of ocean energy to interact and share knowledge/ information. 


This paper will report on the objectives of the CA-OE programme:


- 	develop a common knowledge base and understanding necessary for coherent development in R&D policies;


-	bring a coordinated approach within key areas of ocean energy research and development; 


-	provide a forum for the longer term marketing of promising research deliverables; and


-	the development of a 1st stage European Ocean Energy Road Map to establish technology status, research focus and commercial market drivers.





In undertaking this, the mechanisms being adopted to deliver the CA-OE programme will be reviewed; the success of the programme to date will be assessed; the nature and uptake of deliverables analysed; and the ability of these to contribute to a European Road Map reported.








