ENERGY DEMAND CHARACTERIZATION IN 
SCATTERED RURAL MARKET OF ARID ZONE
MSc.-Arq. Irene Alicia Blasco Lucas,
Ing. Marcos Facchini, Ing. Domingo Pontoriero, Ing. Rodolfo Rosés, Ing. Walter Gomez
Instituto Regional de Planeamiento y Hábitat (IRPHa) – Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño (FAUD)
Universidad Nacional de San Juan (UNSJ) – Av. Ignacio de La Roza y Meglioli – 5400 San Juan – Argentina
Tel.: +54(0)264 423 2395 / 3259 Int. 349 – Fax: +54(0)264 423 5397 – http://www.irpha.com.ar
E-mails: iblasco@farqui.unsj.edu.ar, iblasco_2000@yahoo.com
Offering solutions to energy supplying in rural arid zones inhabited by dispersed population it presents common generals and specific particular characteristics of each area, very different from those proper of urban zones. The conscience of this has been translated in the creation of PERMER Program in Argentina, on the part of the National Energy Secretariat. The objective of this Program is to disseminate the electrical supplying service for scattered rural population (residential users and infrastructure) with participation of the private sector in a sustainable way; this means, improving inhabitants quality of life, promoting their settling, adoption of renewable energies and sustainable handling of environmentally healthy energy resources. To invest intellectual effort for creating a procedure that simultaneously allows to order, to geo-refer, to store and to process statistically information on settlers life ways of San Juan Province arid zone, are from special interest in order to make a specific contribution that it allows to palliate the technical tendency above mentioned. The adequate media to support a procedure like the wished one; it is the conformation of a Data Base (DB), which facilitates numerous analyses by means of predetermined queries, besides constituting itself in a dynamic file of the whole data collected.
Structure of the elaborated DB contains seventeen interrelated tables, which include subjects such as: location, GPS data, root, family, house, surroundings, communitarian events, collective occupations, education, health, electrical energy, thermal energy, water supply, communications, images, cards, and other subjects. In the present work results of the consultations carried out in the DB for the demand characterization in the surveyed spontaneous settlements are shown, as much from its physical aspects as social. It emphasizes the study of the perception that the inhabitants have of problems and opportunities, like the valuations and meanings that they attribute to each component of their daily life. In this way, it is fortified one more humanist problematic approach of the rural habitat in general and in an arid zone in particular, which will improve the results of those specific policies that could adopt it. 
