Techno-institutional co-evolution. The case of Wind Energy in Spain
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	Wind energy has developed at breath taking rates in the Spanish electricity market during the past decade. In 1995 there were 115 MW installed, while in 2004 the figure amounted to 8.155 MW. Accordingly, National targets have been in constant upward revision ever since they were published back in 1999. This target, set in the “Plan de Fomento de las Energías Renovables (PFER)”, was of 8.974 MW by 2010, then it was reviewed in 2002 up to 13.000 MW and, finally, in the new “Plan de Energías Renovables (PER) 2005-2010” a new more ambitious target of 20.155 MW by 2010 has been defined. In this paper, we analyse the co-evolutionary links between wind technology (cost evolution and industry development), National policies affecting the development of wind electricity, policies and initiatives at local and regional level, and the role of electricity agents (producers, suppliers-distributors, and grid and market operators). The main objective of the paper is, therefore, to contribute to the understanding of the key issues (agents, policies, “links”, etc.) that seem to explain the exponential growth of this technology in the Spanish electricity market.


