Socio-economic and greenhouse gas emission implications of Non-Motorized Transport (bicycle taxis) in urban and sub-urban Western Kenya.
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	The concept of bicycle taxis (Boda Boda) in Kenya is viewed by critics as retrogressive; reflecting poverty, low-tech and lack of innovativeness. This study analysed the adoption and application of Boda Boda as an example of non-motorized transport (NMT); and evaluated the role of these taxis in mitigating poverty and in reducing greenhouse gas emissions by substituting motorized transport in urban and sub-urban Western Kenya. There were about 200,000 Boda Boda operators in Western Kenya between November 2004 and April 2005, each earning an average of US $ 3.30 carrying 15–45 passengers daily, equivalent to 1.2 – 3.5 13-sitter public service vehicle loads in a US $ 0.21 billion bicycle industry. By using Boda Boda, up to 5 – 51 liters of diesel fuel was saved per operator. Consequently, 1.92 million tonnes of GHG emissions annually was avoided. Besides employment creation; increasing the mobility of the poor residents; fossil fuel saving and the attendant GHG emissions avoidance, engagement of the youth contributed to cutting down on social problems in the region indicating that the Boda Boda industry is worth promoting in the wake of emerging problems of use of polluting fossil fuels, and are indicative of a potentially viable CDM project.


