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Brazilian semi-arid region is considered by the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification as the most susceptible area of its kind in the country, in which 18.5 million people live, mostly in the rural area, which life quality indicators are much lower than the national average and reflect the existing poverty. There, the Brazilian government has carried out public policies to address integrated strategies to fight poverty and bring development to the region. 

This paper aims to highlight the role that the promotion of the renewable alternative sources of energy has to develop the Brazilian semi-arid region; especially through a governmental policy that incentives the energy generation based on wind, biomass and small hydropower plants, which is aimed by Proinfa – Brazilian Renewable Energy Incentive Program. This program was established in Brazil to increase the share of the renewable alternative sources in the energy mix and foster the regional development. From 2006 on, 144 projects under the Proinfa are expected to deliver around 3,300 MW to the national energy mix.






