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The solar resource in the southwestern United States is rich and abundant, and in fact measures among the highest worldwide.  The area’s high Direct Normal Insolation levels provide very suitable climatic conditions for large-scale Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) generation.  Yet compared to its substantial potential, solar energy production in the region is disproportionately low.  The Western Governors’ Association (WGA), an organization that addresses policy and governance issues in eighteen western United States, recently convened to consider the recommendations of several renewable energy task forces launched under its 2004 Clean and Diversified Energy Initiative.  The initiative set out a goal to examine the viability of developing 30,000 MW of clean and diversified energy sources by 2015.  The WGA Solar Task Force was directed to establish the solar capacity in the region, estimate the current and future cost and efficiency of solar systems, identify barriers to large-scale solar deployment, and recommend policies needed to overcome such barriers.  In its report to the Governors, the Solar Task Force conveyed a roadmap that could realistically facilitate the deployment of 8,000 MW of solar generating capacity by 2015.  This paper profiles the identified policies and their efficacy in enabling competitive solar energy production costs. 

