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Although proven, cost-effective technologies are available, the great challenge for policymakers is to fully understand and overcome the barriers to successful implementation of a systematic range of programs that achieve measurable benefits.  The Thai government has set a target for increasing the contribution of commercial renewable energy toward total energy demand from 0.5% in 2003 to 8% by 2011.  The government has also set a parallel target to reduce energy elasticity from 1.4:1 to 1.0:1 during the same time period.  To support these ambitious policy objectives, Thailand has undertaken the Thailand Energy Policy Research Project, which involves more than 60 national scientists and several international experts, is being led by the Joint Graduate School of Energy & Environment, with the aim of providing information, analysis and policy recommendations to support decision-making on the promotion of energy efficiency and the development of renewable energy to achieve the national targets and to define the needs for R&D to support the policy targets. It is the first attempt in Thailand to formulate a systematic set of linked policy measures.  It is also the first attempt to establish a consistent R&D policy based on priorities in their national energy policy. These results are presented.  








