Raising Awareness for the Age of Renewable Energy

Are we there yet? - Who needs to know?
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Since the creation of windmills and waterwheels, humans had used renewable energy (RE) larger and diverse menu of RE conversion, generation and application solutions. So, do we need to keep raising awareness on RE? The answer is yes, and to larger audiences! The hypothesis of this paper is that we raise awareness on RE, mostly in conferences and policy meetings; and hype promising technologies (“Killer Applications”). The fact is that RE sector has already came to age, but behaves as an infant industry: is protective of its technology; is more concerned about competition than meeting the demand profile; and seems to find itself following other’s strategies (i.e. suppliers of conventional energy). The paper concludes that we can foster the shift toward RE if we: (a) use a set of guidelines

to assess and share the sector’s progress in meeting demand’s needs; (b) improve the management of knowledge and experiences, while sharing them with all stakeholders in the energy equation; and (c) understand that the “killer application” of tomorrow is not necessary the adequate solution for all stakeholders.
