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Renewable energy sources (RES) that use indigenous resources and that supply 16% of the total world energy demand, have the potential to provide energy services with zero or almost zero emissions of both air pollutants and greenhouse gases. During the last few years, political support for renewable energies has been growing continuously both at the national and international level. Algeria generated 35.8 109 kWh of electricity in 2004. Conventional thermal sources of which natural gas accounted for 99.8%, contributed almost all of Algeria’s electricity, supplemented by a small amount of hydroelectricity (0.2%). Algeria is now positively disposed to the promotion of RES and views renewable energies as a way of promoting the development of small and local businesses in selected areas and diversifying supply patterns at the regional level (20 photovoltaic projects in Sahara). Algeria has developed national programmes and set national indicative targets for renewable energies: to pursue the development of alternative electricity sources, including solar and wind to achieve a share of renewable energy sources in primary energy supply of 10% by 2010 (5% the share of solar in the country’s electricity mix), exporting energy’s solar plants to Europe (Plans are underway for two undersea cables with capacity of 1.2 GW each from Algeria to Spain and Italy).   New Energy Algeria (NEAL) to pursue the development of alternative electricity sources, including solar and wind has joined the IEAgency’s power program, SolarPACES and has ambitious quantitative targets. The energy strategy has set up solar and wind projects generating respectively 150 MW and 10 MW, environmental friendly energy, though the trends are positive. The article presents a review of the present renewable energy situation and assessed present and future potential of RES in Algeria. The problem related to the use of RES and polices to enhance the use of these sources are analysed in the article.

